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Portland, as the site for the 2012 Ecological Society of America annual meeting, is an ideal
match for this theme. At the broader scale, Oregon has a diversity of ecosystems (rocky coastal
habitat, temperate rainforest, mid to high elevation conifer forest, and even desert in the
southeastern portion of the state). Oregon is largely forested, and timber harvesting has
traditionally been the major economic driver of the state. More recently, the economy has
shifted towards high tech development forcing changes in land-use planning. As a city, Portland
lies in the shadow of Mount Hood, one of the largest mountains in the United States, and lies at
the confluence of two of the great rivers of the Pacific Northwest (Columbia and Willamette).
The region has had a long and rich history of natural resource utilization—sometimes
sustainably, sometimes not. Portland is now known as one of the most progressive and
“greenest” cities in the United States and is widely recognized for their land-use planning.
Against a backdrop of urban and cultural development they have in many ways become a
model for utilization, sustainability, and preservation of the ecosystems in which they live.       

  

Biodiversity, is generally thought of by most as the number and variety of organisms on earth.
Few include the other two aspects of the more comprehensive definition which requires the
inclusion and consideration of both genetics and ecosystems. All three aspects are essential for
the broadest consideration of life on earth. Species population declines and mass extinctions
have always been part of the natural process; however, observations made over the last few
decades have made it clear that these dynamics are quite out of the ordinary. Moreover, it now
appears that one species, Homo sapiens, is at the center of these changes and massive
alteration to natural ecosystems is being felt around the world. Thus, at no other time in human
history has it become more important than the present to better understand and sustain the
ecosystems in which we live. To preserve biological diversity (ecosystems, species, and genes)
we need to focus on informed, sustainable utilization at the landscape scale.
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  GENERAL INFORMATION
  

Sunday 5 August – 2012 Annual Meeting Begins
Friday 10 August – 2012 Annual Meeting Ends

  HOUSING
  

Early April – Housing Reservation Site Opens
Early April – Dorm Housing Reservation Site Opens
Tuesday 10 July – Housing Deadline for Hotels and Dorms

  REGISTRATION
  

Early April – Annual Meeting Registration Site Opens
Thursday 14 June – Last Day to Register at Early Bird Rate
Monday 16 July – Last Day to Register at Advance Rate

  SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
  

http://www.esa.org/portland/

  EXHIBITS
  

Friday 11 May – Booth Description Due
Friday 25 May – Virtual Trade Show Information Due
Friday 8 June – Advertising Copy Due 
Monday 11 June – Service Kit Ready
Friday 6 July – Full Booth Payment Due
Friday 13 July – On-site Staff Badge Information Due
Monday 16 July – Sample Handout Due to ESA for Approval
Sunday 5 August – Exhibitor set-up 10 AM to 5 PM
Monday 6 August – Exhibitor set-up 7 AM to 10 AM
Monday 6 August – Exhibit Hall Opens 11:30 AM
Thursday 9 August – Exhibit Hall Closes 6:30 PM
Thursday 9 August – Exhibitor Move-Out 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM
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